To:  Smith,  PaulafSmith. Paula@epa.gov];  Reynolds,  Thomas[Reynolds. Thomas@epa.gov]; 

Harrison,  MelissafHarrison. Melissa@epa.gov];  Lee,  MonicafLee. Monica@epa.gov] 

From:  Purchia,  Liz 

Sent:  Thur  8/6/2015  9:23:1 1 PM 

Subject:  RE:  statement  for  county 


Do  we  have  a response  on  how  the  spill  was  caused? 


A Massive  Waste  Spill 
Turned  This  River  in 
Colorado  Orange 


The  ERA  accidentally  caused  the  spill,  reports  say 

http://time.com/3987958/mine-spiller-veliow-river-coiorado/ 

About  1 million  gallons  of  mine  waste  spilled  into  a Colorado  waterway  on  Wednesday, 
turning  the  water  bright  orange  and  prompting  officials  to  warn  residents  to  avoid 
recreational  use  of  the  Animas  River. 

San  Juan  County  health  officials  say  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  and  the  state 
Division  of  Reclamation,  Mining  and  Safety  were  investigating  another  contamination 
when  they  “unexpectedly  triggered  a large  release  of  mine  waste  water  into  the  upper 
portions  of  Cement  Creek.”  Cement  Creek  is  a tributary  of  the  Animas  River. 

Residents  in  parts  of  Colorado  have  been  urged  to  cut  back  on  water  use  and  avoid  the 
Animas  River  until  officials  are  sure  the  river  is  free  from  contamination.  According  to  a 
release  by  San  Juan  County  Health  Department,  the  waste  contains  “high  levels  of 
sediment  and  metals.” 

Residents  in  Durango,  Colo,  were  bracing  for  the  contaminated  spillage  to  reach  their 
area  on  Thursday  afternoon.  According  to  the  Durango  Herald,  the  city 
has  stopped  watering  local  parks  for  at  least  three  days  and  is  urging  residents  to 
conserve  water  until  they’re  sure  their  supply  isn’t  contaminated.  The  city  has  also 
ceased  pumping  water  to  a local  college  and  golf  course. 
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From:  Smith,  Paula 

Sent:  Thursday,  August  06,  2015  12:18  PM 

To:  Reynolds,  Thomas;  Purchia,  Liz;  Harrison,  Melissa;  Lee,  Monica 
Subject:  FW:  statement  for  county 


Tom  and  Co--  Need  to  let  you  know  about  a mine  blow-out  that  was  caused  by  clean-up  efforts 
at  the  Gold  King  Mine  in  San  Juan  County.  Desk  statements  sent  locally  to  mayor  and  media 
officials  last  night  but  plume  has  migrated,  issue  has  gotten  worse  this  morning  and  stoiy  more 
far-reaching  for  a the  nearby  town  of  Durango.  Please  see  new  draft  desk  statement  below  for 
some  details.  AP  has  called.  Call  id  you  have  questions.  Will  keep  you  posted. 


Paula  J.  Smith 

Director,  Office  of  Communication  and  Public  Involvement 

U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency,  Region  8 
1595  Wynkoop 
Denver,  CO  80202-1129 

Phone:  303.312.6630 
Cell:  303.882.9550 

From:  Mylott,  Richard 

Sent:  Thursday,  August  06,  2015  10:06  AM 

To:  Ostrander,  David 

Subject:  statement  for  county-draft 


Deliberative  Process/Ex.  5 
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